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I.C.C. Magazine

Winning both friends and foes makes a true winner.

When someone owes you a debt, he/she is committing a civil offence. If you
want the debt to be paid, you should file a suit in a court of law. Do not use
force to confiscate his/her property, as such an action is a criminal offence
which is graver than his/her wrongdoing. Even if you know someone in
the authorities, do not use this knowledge for coercion. Do not think that
he/she is without a family or place of refuge. He/she may know someone in
even higher authority.

If you abide by the law, the person with whom you are dealing, however
high in authority, must come to you for compromise. If you simply want to
confiscate his/her property in payment of the debt incurred, you will only
face more complicated lawsuits, which will be a waste of business time when
you could otherwise be earning.

With coercion, though you may gain material advantage, you will be
largely hated as others will sympathize and/or side with the other party
who is being bullied and help him/her to fightyou.

Legal issues need to be approached cautiously. Using young,
inexperienced men without discretion may put your business at risk. If you
want to be great in the future, you must possess integrity, generosity and
kindness. Do everything correctly and in earnest and you will win over people
and gain friends without foes.
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(An excerpt from the memorial book for the royal - earth - bestowed burial of

Mr. Thiam Chokwatana, page 129)

Time of Life

Dr. Thiam Chokwatana

An avid and relentless reader , thinker
and practitioner and the wise leader of
a life based on a profound and simple
wisdom and philosophy that perfectly
balanced daily - life routine and business,
the founder and ex-chairman of the Saha
Group, Dr. Thiam Chokwatana, had an
interesting and exemplary life worthy of
emulation by succeeding generations. His
childhood and formative years were spent
under the close care and supervision of
his loving parents. It is no surprise that
a character of integrity, patience and
honesty as well as kindness and generosity
was passed on from his parents. This later
became instrumental in making him successful
in business displaying an integrity and
generosity that made him loved and
respected by his associates and subordinates.

Dr. Thiam started his education at Pei
In School on the Songwad Road, a popular
school among the Chinese at the time.
He remained at school until he was 15.
At that time, his father, fogether with his
immigrant uncles from China, opened
a grocery store called Peo Ha. Thiam
decided to quit school to help out the family
business. His first job in life was as an
all-round coolie. With his inclination
towards self -improvement, his free time

was diligently spent in education at night

school, as well as in reading newspapers
and observing and studying the businesses
around him. As a result, he gained that
fremendous experience that would prove
useful in his future business.

Bom info a working and trading family,
commercialism was ingrained in his heart
and soul from the start. He embarked on
the world of business in 1931 as an employee
at Peo Ha, his father's wholesale consumer
goods store that required foreign imports.
“The first lesson,” to his observant and
inquisitive mind, “on outside - classroom
marketing” had begun. These few years
of self-taught marketing lessons evolved
into foday’s highly -successful large -scale
business in consumer goods. During his
entire life, Dr. Thiam was a happy worker
who took delight in his role of “giver”;
in particular of the knowledge of business
and even wisdom about life, which he
continually , sincerely and willingly exhorted
and suggested, tfremendously benefited his
contemporaries and later generations.

No wonder it is claimed that Dr. Thiam
Chokwatana was a widely -acclaimed

teacher in the Thai business world. e

Honors Received
1. Decorations

1963 :

The Most Noble Order of the
Crown of Thailand (Fifth Class)
The Most Noble Order of

the Crown of Thailand

(Fourth Class)

The Most Exalted Order of the
White Elephant (Fourth Class)
The Most Exalted Order of the
White Elephant (Third Class)
The Most Noble Order of

the Crown of Thailand
(Second Class)

The Third Order of the Sacred

Treasure from Japan

2. Other Honors

1985:

An Honorary doctorate degree
in Business Administration from

Srinakharinwirot University

A Thai Marketing Man of

The Year Award (Hall of Fame)
An Outstanding Thai

Industrialist Award






